Phillipsburg Town Council considers smoke-free parks
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PHILLIPSBURG, N.J. -
On Tuesday night, the Phillipsburg town council decided that a work session regarding smoke-
free parks was necessary.

The council members agreed to the work session after the Warren County Integrated Municipal
Advisory Council (IMAC) presented evidence for the necessity of 100% smoke-free parks. IMAC,
represented by Cindy Meakem, coordinator of Tobacco Free for a Healthy New Jersey, Sarah
Engler of Northwest New Jersey Community Action Partnership (NORWESCAP) and Karen
Blumenfeld, executive director of Global Advisors on Smokefree Policy (GASP), also offered
assistance in formatting an ordinance and enacting such a policy.
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Six municipalities in Warren County already have tobacco control ordinances in place. Three of
them, Hackettstown, Oxford Township and White Township, have 100% smoke-free parks
policies.

Bernie Fey, Jr., president of the town council, noted that many Phillipsburg parents already enact
a personal smoke-free parks policy.

“When its all said and done at the end of the day, we as adults are setting an example for children
so anything we can do to help that, we want to be supportive of that,” Fey said. “A lot of us up
here have been involved in the little league program and things like that and | have to commend
the parents. Seventeen years | have been coaching little league and | always see a lot of parents
and a lot of spectators walking off the field and trying to set an example.”

The work session will take place in March. The town council will decide then how to move forward

with an ordinance and enforce such a policy.

http://www.wfmz.com/news/news-regional-newjersey/Phillipsburg-Town-Council-considers-
smoke-free-parks/-/132518/18989056/-/18jw9rz/-/index.html


Karen Haines



