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Prepared by the Legislative Counsgel

Council Member SCHULTZ Presents the following Ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 221 - SMOKING - AMENDING THE
RESTRICTIONS ON SMOKING AREAS UPON A CASINO FLOOR AND REQUIRING THE
RECONSIDERATION OF THIS AMENDMENT IN ONE YEAR

WHEREAS, in January 2006, the New Jersey legislature adopted the Smoke Free Air Act (the
“Act”) (N.J.S.A. 26:3D-55 et. seq.) which, in addition to prohibiting smoking in most indeor
workplaces throughowut the state, limited smoking within casino properties to gaming floors and certain
guest rooms; and

WHEREAS, on February 2007, the Atlantic City Council (“Council”) adopted Ordinance 86,
which prohibited smoking on all but twenty five (25%) percent of the area of the casino gaming floor;
and ‘

' WHEREAS, on April 2008, the Council adopted Ordinance 27, which will effectively restrict
smoking on the casino floor to non-gaming areas beginning on October 15, 2008; and

"WHEREAS, since the adoption of Ordinance 27, however, the regional and national economic
conditions have significantly deteriorated and that deterioration bas bad a destabilizing effect on the
local economy and the welfare of many Atlantic City resideots;

WHEREAS, Atlantic City casino industry performance has also declined over that period
causing a loss of carrent and future lacal employment opportunities, a reduction in funding for senior
ograms, and a delzy in the construction of commercial development needed to reduce the property
tax liability of Atlantic City residents; and

WHEREAS, based on the consequences of similar resirictions placed on casino patrons’
smoking in other jurisdictions around the country, the implementation at this time of the additional
Ordinance 27 restrictions would likely cause a significant, immediate and further decline in the
Atlantic City casino industry, and

WHEREAS, in light of the current situation as described above, the implemeniation of the
further smoking restrictions of Ordinance 27 at this time would be imprudent and should be delayed to
permit the economic recovery of the region and the national financial markets, and the provisions of
Ordinance 86 of 2007 reinstated to restrict smoking to twenty five (25%) percent of a casino gaming
floor, :
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that Chaptér 221 of the Code of Atlantic City — SMOKING
be amended as follows:

SECTION ONE
Chapter 221-6 “Exemptions {rom smoking regulations” shall be amended to provide:

Add: Chapter 221-6(A)(6). Gaming Floors within licensed casino hotel facilities; providal, however, that not more
than twenty-five (25%) percemt of such Gaming Floor, as particularly determined by the casino licensee opcmtor of the
casino hotel facility within which the Gaming Floor is located, may be so designaied.

Replace: Chapter 221-6(B). On the one year anniversary of the adoption of the ordinance amending this section,
Council, through its Reveme and Finance Committee, shall review this Chapter and determine whether the factors ther
impactmg the general welfare of Attantic Cny residents and the Atlantic City casino industry and the emp!oyment,
development, competitive and other economic conditions which affect them warrant a continuation of the provisions o!
Subsection 6(a)(6) or the restrictions of Ordinance 27 should be re-impliemented.

SECTION TWO

Any Ordinance or parts of any Ordinance inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby
repedled to the extent of any such inconsistency.
SECTION THREE

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately as provided by law.
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